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Lesson Key Questions Ideas

Resources

2 | poverty ‘What is poverty? Discuss: What is poverty? Use the PowerPoint below to guide your

discussion. It contains 2 quotes on poverty. PowerPoint:

PowerPoint:

What causes
poverty?

. Distinguish between relative poverty and absolute poverty (Relative
Poverty is the kind most often experienced by Australians living in poverty. This
‘malerity.of the population, but they are stil able to meet their own everyday basic
needs. This might include families that have somewhere to ive but cannot afford
to pay alltheir bills or food expenses each week. In Australia, the government and
not-for-profit organisations provide support to people experiencing relative
poverty. What is absolute poverty? The World Bank considers a person to be
living in absolute poverty if they cannot afford their basic needslike shelter, water
and food. Also known as extreme poverty, this i the kind of poverty experienced
by people in developing countries. In many developing countries, people living in
extreme poverty do not have access to clean water, nutritious food or basic
healthcare. This means they are often sick and have a low chance of survival
Furthermore, they have few possessions and face barriers to gaining an
education)
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wool about six metres long) which they will use in the next part of the activity.

Not being able to go to school Sickness

‘Where you live
If children aren't able to go to school they

will miss out on learning new ideas and

Being very sick can prevent someone from
going to school, from working, and enjoying

their life with their family and friends. Staying
healthy requires good nutrition and access to
medicines and doctors when people are sick.

Some people live in places where itis hard to
find a job or go to school, or where they are
in danger from natural disasters like floods,
earthquakes and drought.

skills, being with other children, and will have
trouble finding a job and earning an income
in the future.

Discrimination
Corruption ‘War and other conflicts

In some places and communities, people are

When people in power act dishonestly by
spending government money on themselves
or taking bribes, it means that other people
can be treated unfairly. This means that there
could be less money to spend on services
like hospitals and clean water.

Armed confiicts can cause ongoing suffering
for people who are already poor. Hospitals,
schools and roads can be destroyed, family
members killed, and money normally used to
provide services is used for funding weapons
and other equipment.

treated very unfairly because they are female
or from a certain ethnic or religious group.
‘This may mean they canit go to school, can
only have certain types of jobs, or are not
able to make their own choices about where
they live.

Land dispossession Unfair rules

Rules about buying, selling and paying taxes
can sometimes favour big companies. This
means that governments of poorer countries
have less tax money to build hospitals,
schools and roads, and local farmers and
business owners find it harder to make
money because the big companies have an
advantage.

Sometime people aren't able to own land Climate change
because it already owned or s taken
from them by more powerful people. Being
landless makes it harder to earn money.
People without land can't grow food, donit

have somewhere secure to live and aren't

Changes in climate can mean that farmers
are unable to grow enough food to feed
families or earn a proper income. Changes
can also cause more frequent and severe
weather events and natural disasters.

able to pass on anything to their children.

Natural disasters Being unemployed Not having enough food

Drought, floods, earthquakes, bushfires and Children who are undernourished experience
ongoing sickness, may not be able to grow
and develop properly, and may miss out on

many opportunities, such as going to school.

If someone doesnit have a job they are
likely to have a lot less money to be able
to buy food and medicines and to pay for
somewhere to live.

other natural disasters can destroy homes,
roads, hospitals, schools and other important

community facilities that people need.

Stand in a large circle and ask each group to read their card together and then one person from each group
explains what is on their card to the rest of the class, in their own words as much as possible.
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