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Instructions: cut out each of the rectangles above. Give one rectangle to each group and ask them to explain each of the grey headings and how they connect in their case study. 

Source: https://www.globaleducation.edu.au/verve/_resources/What_Matters_Most_-_web_file.pdf
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Poverty
Lesson Key Questions Lesson Activity Ideas
2 | poverty Whatis poverty? | 15min | Discuss: What is poverty? Use the PowerPoint below to guide your

discussion. It contains 2 number of quotes on poverty. PowerPoint:

What causes . Distinguish between relative poverty and absolute poverty (Relative
poverty? Poverty is the kind most often experienced by Australians living in poverty. This
means that a family or individual may have less money or possessions than {
‘malerity,of the population, but they are stil able to meet their own everyday
needs. This might include families that have somewhere to ive but cannot afford
to pay alltheir bills or food expenses each week. In Australia, the government and
not-for-profit organisations provide support to people experiencing relative
poverty. What is absolute poverty? The World Bank considers a person to be
living in absolute poverty if they cannot afford their basic needslike shelter, water
and food. Also known as extreme poverty, this i the kind of poverty experienced
by people in developing countries. In many developing countries, people living in
extreme poverty do not have access to clean water, nutritious food or basic

healthcare. This means they are often sick and have a low chance of survival
Furthermore, they have few possessions and face barriers to gaining an
education.)

15min] | Activity: Break the students into pairs and provide each student with one
square from the printout (Causes of Poverty). Ask them to explain their
square to the class.
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This is also a good opportunity to discuss the ways 2t the Global Education website.

in which everyday actions can have a positive impact

16

bread food prices $1000 waste
‘Buying more food than we need and throwing out food that is edible is a common pracice in Australian homes and
restaurants. This food wastage can increase demand for agricultural commodities like wheat and other staples,
raising food prices globally and making it diffcult for poorer people to buy enough to eat. Money spent by consumers
on products that aren't then used is also wasted. It is estimated that the average Australian household spends over
$1000 a year on such wasted products'2.

The interconnections game (cont.)

a family desperate
for money

Many footballs, netballs and soccer balls that are used in schools are imported from places where children are

‘employed to hand stitch balls in very poor working conditions. Many children working in these conditions are doing so

because of ongoing poverty in their families and communities, and to pay off debts owed by their families.

footballs and netballs child slavery stitched by hand

homeless 105,000 people Australia 2012
Research released by the Australian Bureau of Statistics showed that there are currently at least 105,000 homeless
people in Australia™. It's important to realise that poverty doesnit just happen “somewhere else and that there are
‘many instances and indications of poverty and inequality within Australia.

‘workers earning
low wages

‘A great deal of clothing, including jeans and a lot of sportswear, is made in factories where workers endure poor

working conditions, long hours, low wages and other violations of their rights. Fairer working conditions would make a

big difference in the lives of the people living and working in these situations.

pair of jeans fashion factory

Bali ‘swimming pool salinity tourists
Baliis a favourite holiday estination for Australians. Overuse of fresh water for fourism inferests, such as for
‘swimming pools and golf courses, has a negative impact on fresh water supply for locals, including rising salinity
which can harm food production and jeopardise the livelinoods of local farmers™

Australian aid works
10 help people living in
poverty overseas
Income tax is an important source of revenue for the Australian government, and is used to fund services and projects
within and beyond Australia. The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade manages the Australian government's

overseas aid program, and the budget for Australian aid's work in 2012/13 was $5.2 billon.
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