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Basic Beliefs

Some definitions:-

Theist – someone who believes that God exists.

Agnostic – someone who does not know whether God exists. He or she may think that it is not possible to know that God exists or not.

Atheist – Someone who believes that God does not exist.

When we say that something is ‘ordered’ what do we mean?

Here is a bank of similes for the verb ‘to order’ (in the sense of putting things in order).

Design
arrange
construct
organise
plan

PURPOSE
INTELLIGENCE
ORGANISING
PLANNING

Insert the four words above into this sentence, so that it makes sense:

When things are put in order, something with ____________ is _________ and _______________ the order, with some__________________ in mind.

Most of us would agree that the world seems to have order. This means that we can work out how things happen and what is likely to happen next. Here are three statements that some people might make:

1. The world has been planned.

2. The human mind is developed enough to search for and find meaning in the physical world.  

3. The world is rather like a jigsaw puzzle. One day we will see the whole picture.  

Now answer the following questions based on the above statements.

a) 
Some scientists are now seeking a unified super-theory of everything, into which all other theories fit. They believe that the universe is orderly, simple and rational, and can be understood by us. 

Which of the above three statements would these scientists most likely agree with?

_______________

b) 
Some theists believe that the fact that the world shows order and pattern, and that we can understand it, is evidence of an intelligent designer (God). Which of the above three statements would these theists most likely agree with?

______________

c) 
Which of the above three statements in particular might both scientists and theists agree with?

______________

d) Which statement(s) is/are closest to your own point of view?

______________

Match these words with their meanings by drawing lines:

Reason
able to interpret and understand

Pattern
always the same

Uniform
able to think logically and make connections between ideas

Worthwhile
a design which can be copied

Intelligent
having worth, valuable, useful
We can only do science when we hold certain basic beliefs about the world.

Imagine science as a rocket, setting off into the unknown.
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We believe in the value of its journey.

We don’t know exactly what it might find, but we expect it to work and do what we want of it. If its basic computations are inaccurate due to our misunderstanding of the world, then it won’t be able to do this.

Now look at the images on the pupil resource sheet. Can you see pattern and order? When we look, our minds are also interpreting and making sense of what we see.

The following are the basic, underpinning beliefs of science. They are beliefs (assumptions) that we take for granted most of the time, but without them we would not be able to see any point in doing science.

1. Rationality.        
Human thoughts are reliable and sensible.

2. Intelligibility.     
The world we live in can be understood.

3. Orderliness.       
The world has order and contains patterns which can be      interpreted in scientific laws.

4. Uniformity.          
Although things in the world change, the laws of nature stay the same. We can rely on these laws to predict events.

5. Worthwhileness.  
We believe that doing science is going to be valuable and useful to us.

Many people who hold religious beliefs think that there is an all-knowing Creator who brought the world into being, and continues to care for it.

How many of the above statements would they be likely to agree with?

_______________

Can you think of another statement they might add to the list?

______________________________________________________________

What can you say about the basic beliefs of both science and religion?  Base your answers on what you have just read and understood.

Both science and religion believe that the world 
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